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LEGISLATIVE BILL 302
Approved by the Governor February 11, 1986

Introduced by Schmit, 23

AN ACT relating to natural resources districts; to amend
sections 2-3213, 2-3214, and 32-535, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to allow
changes in the number of directors; to delete
obsolete language; to change provisions
relating to the election of directors; to
provide an operative date; and to repeal the
original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 2-3213, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

2-3213. (1) Each Beginning en the firsE
Fhursday after the firast Tuesday in January 1975; eaceh
district shall be governed by a board of directors of
five, seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, fifteen, seventeen,
nineteen, or twenty-one members. - the nRumber €eo be
recommended to the eemmissien by the firat beard of
direetors before Jdaruary i; 1974- After January 1,
1987, such membership shall be increased to include
advisory members formerly members of the board of
directors of dissolved ground water conservation
districts. The commission shall determine the number of
directorsy and in making such determination shall
consider &he number reecemmended by the first beard; the
complexity of the foreseeable programsy and the
population and land area of the district. Te insure
eentinuity in eompleting existing Ppreqgrams and e
premete the effieient and effeective transitien ef pewers
and pregrams of enisting seil and water eenservatien
distriets; watershed eenservaney distriets; watershed
digtriets: advisery watershed imprevement beards; and
watershed planning beards; as previded by this ae&; ali
direectors eor pupervisers of sueh distriets and members
of the beards en duly s 1972; tedether with direeters
ef greund water eenservation distriecks; and ailse ene
repregentative frem eaeh eity ef the seeend eiass within
the distriet, one representative frem eaeh eity eof Ehe
£ivat etass within the distriet for eaeh five theusand
inhabitants; £e the nearest £ive ¢heusand; and seven
representatives £rem eaeh eity eof the primary eiass

=
370



LB 302 LB 302

within €he diakriet; sueh representatives £e ke
designated by the mayer with the appreval ef the eiky
eeuneit; with the mayer and members of the eenuneil being
etigibte for suech designatien; shaill eemprise the £iragt
beard eof the natural reseurees distriets within whieh
they reside; eneept when the natural reseurees distriet
inetudes a eity of the metropoiitan eilase the first
board shaill eensist ef the resident members of the beard
ef directors of gpeil and water eonservation diatrietes
members eof advisery watershed imprevement beards; and
atge; in any natural reseurees distriet in whieh is
situated a eity ef the metrepeiitan elass; ten
representatives ef urban interests te be deasignated by
the ceunty beard of &he eounty in whieh sueh eity is
tecated- Theme individuals shall be effieinlly eenvened
as beards ef the respeetive distriets by the eemmissien
prier £e duiy 31; 3972; at whieh time they ahail eleet
offieers: This £firet beard shall serve until the £irass
Thursday after £he €irst Tuesday in January 3976; whemn
sdeeesser beard members shall have been elected and
quatified as previded by this aet- The eonduet of &he
nffaire of this £first beard; ineluding initiatien of
ptens fer eperatien and mdministratien ef the distriets
and ereatien eof subdistriets for neminatien af
eandidates foer direeters:; ghail be in accordanee with
rutes and reguiatiens premuigated by the ecemmissiens
whieh ruies and reguiations shaii require that in &he
ereatien of subdistriets fer neminatien of eandidates
for direeteors this firet beard shaiil give due reqard ke
ati faeters ineluding but net limited te the enmtent that
werhas of imprevement are leeated in rural mreas and &he
extent €6 whieh pepuiation anrd ¢axabie values are
ieeated in urban areas and the wishes of the peepie in
the distriet- Yaeaneies eon sueh beards during €he
peried of Juiy 31; 1972; te the £first FThursday after the
£irat TFuesday #n Jdenuary 1975; shail be filied threuegh
eppeintment by the Severner- Bueh diastriets Districts
shall be political subdivisions of the state, shall have
perpetual succession, and may sue and be sued in the
name -of the ‘district. Teo faeilitate €he task ef
administratien of the first beards ef natural reseurees
distriets and in reeognitien that manry sueh beards wiiti
have a iarge pumber of members; i€ is hereby proevided
that an eMeeutive committee of not more than twenty-ene
members shall be seleeted by majerity vete of the beard-
Munieipat representatien eon sHeh exeeutive eommittee
shail be provided fer giving due regard te all faeckers
tneiunding but net limited te the entent that works ef
imprevement are leeamted in rurel areas and the enterE te
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whieh pepuiatien amd tamabie values are leeated in urban
areas- EHeeutive eemmittees shail be empewered e aet
for the beard in ail matters within its purview uniess
speeifically iimi€ed by the establiashment and
appeinements PROVIDED; that the exeeutive eemmiEtee
shatl be assigrned the respensibili€y ef ereating
subdiatriets for nemination ef ecandidates feor directers-

(2) Whenever the land area of an irrigation
district, reclamation district, or public power and
irrigation district lies wholly or in part within a
natural resources district, a person appointed by the
board of such irrigation district, reclamation district,
or public power and irrigation districts shall sit as a
nonvoting member of the board of the mnatural resources
district.

(3) At least six months prior to the primary

election, the board of directors o any. natural
resources district may request that_the number of
directors for the district be reduced. Such reguest

shall b directed to the commission and shall b
accompanied by proposed new subdistrict boundaries to
accommodate such reduced number and a plan to accomplish
such__reduction. In determining whether to approve such
requested changes the commission shall wutilize the
criteria found in subsection (1) of this section and in
subsection (1) _of section 2-3214. but the commission
shall have the authority only to approve or deny the
request and not to specify any other — number _of
directors.  No director's term of office shall be
shortened_as a_result of any reduction in numbers. The
reduction _ shall be made as directors take office
following_the two succeeding elections. Notwithstanding
subgeq;ignqj))_gf_;hiﬁ__gggtionJ__xhe__ﬂiggnjg;__mgy__ng
governed by an__even number of directors during the
two-vear transition to a board of reduced number.

Sec. 2. That section 2-3214, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

2-3214. (1) District directors shall be
elected for four-year terms-at the general election of
the state. ©n er befere dJuly 1 ef every even-numbered

year; beginning in 1974; the eommissien shali netify the
ioeal distriet of the names ef these direeters whese
terms enpire as provided by taw-

¢2} Directors ef netural reseurces disEriets
shall be elected on a gseparate nonpartisan ballot as
provided in_sections 32-535 and 32-537 and shall pay no
filing fee. Nominating papers shall be filed with the
Secretary_of_ State or his or her desianee. The board of
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directors shall divide the district into consecutively
numbered subdistricts, subject to the approval of the
commission, and such subdistricts shall be established
with due regard to all factors including, but not
limited to, the extent that works of improvement are
located in rural areas, amd the extent to which
population and taxable values are located in urban
areas, and the wishes of the people in the district. The
boundaries and numbering of such subdistricts shall must
be designated by May 1 ef the eleetion year- Candidates
may plaee their neames en the ballet by filing peEitions
with the eemmiasien em er before August 16 ef ¢he
eleetien year at least six months prior to the primary
election. Registered electors residing within the
district shall be eligible for nomination as candidates
from the district at large or as candidates from the
subdistrict within which they reside. + and aii sueh
registered eleeters shaill be eiigible to sign petitions
for eandidates frem the distriet at large- In the ease
of eandidates frem a subdistriets enty these registered
eleeteors residing within that agubdistriet shall be
eligible e aign petikiens for sueh eandidates-
Petitiens shatl bear the signatures ef net less than
Ewenty-£five equaiified registered electers amd shaii
atate whether sueh neminee shail be piaced en the baliet
as a eandidate frem the distriet at large er a
subdisEriets Candidates shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the entire district and all
electors shall vote on the candidates representing each
subdistrict.

(2) +€3) Except in those districts which have
elected to have a single director serve from each
subdistrict, the number of subdistricts for a district
shall equal a number which is one less than a majority
of directors for the district. In those districts which
have elected to have a single director serve from each
subdistrict, the number of subdistricts shall equal a
number which is one less than the total number of
directors for the district. The ballots shall list each
nomination subdistrict and candidates therefrom and also
the at-large candidates. €andidates must be residents
of the esubdistriet designated emn their neminatien
petitienr Registered electors may each cast a number of
votes not larger than the total number of directors to

be elected. The candidate receiving the most votes in
each listed subdistrict, or the district at large when
applicable, shall be elected. Whenever the number of

directors to be elected exceeds the number of
subdistricts, or whenever the term of the at-large
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director shal} enpire expires in those districts which
have elected to have a single director serve from each
subdistrict, candidates may file as a candidate petitien
from the district at large, in which case the ballots
shall list such candidates under an appropriate heading.

{3) ¢4) 6n or befoere Auqust 25 of the eieetien
year; the eemmission shail eertify and ferwerd the siate
of eandidates for direeters fer every distriet in
Nebraska e the ESeeretary of Gtate-r The Secretary of
State shall certify to the county clerk or election
commissioner involved the names of the candidates on a
sample ballot. and eertifieatien- The county clerk or
election commissioner shall have the necessary ballots
printed and distributed to the designated polling
places. Local election judges shall determine the
appropriate ballot for voters. All registered electors
who have 1legal residence in the district shall be
eligible to vote. The county clerk or election
commissioner shall forward to the Secretary of State
pursuant to law the official canvass of the votes cast
in the county for directors. The state canvassing board
shall canvass the results of the election of directors

for natural resources districts. The Secretary of State
shall mail an election certificate to each candidate
elected. Elected directors shall take their oath of

office in the same manner provided for county officials.

(4) ¢5) The Secretary of State; and the county
clerk or election commissioner shall have the power and
authority to do those things necessary to carry out the
provisions and intent of this aet sectign. Fhe
eommissien shail pay the aetual expenses ineurred in the
printing of the ecertified batiet and eertificatien-
Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
district. after each primary_or general election. shall
pay to each county wherein the name of one or more
candidates appears upon the ballot the following

election expenses: of eleectirg its direeters as
feilewss (a) Counties having a population of less than
three thousand inhabitants, fifty dollars; (b) counties
having a population of three thousand but less than nine
thousand inhabitants, one hundred dollars; (c) counties
having a population of nine thousand but less than
fourteen thousand inhabitants, one hundred twenty-five
dollars; (d) counties having a population of fourteen
thousand but less than twenty thousand inhabitants, one
hundred fifty dollars; (e) counties having a population
of twenty thousand but less than sixty thousand
inhabitants, one hundred seventy-five dollars; (f)
counties having a population of sixty thousand but less
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than one hundred thousand inhabitants, seven hundred
fifty dollars; (g) counties having a population of one
hundred thousand but less than two hundred thousand
inhabitants, fifteen hundred dollars; and {h) counties
having a population of two hundred thousand inhabitants
or more, two thousand fifty dollars. When ; PROVIBEB,
that when the name of one or more candidates of a
district appears on ballots in less than one half of the
precincts of the counties, the cost to the district
shall be no more than fifty per cent of the expenses
established by this section. If ; AND PROVIDED FURTHER:
that +f the actual expenses to the county in district
elections provided for in this section are less than the
amounts herein established in_this section, such actual
expenses shall be the amount paid by fer the district to
the county. The population of a county for purposes of
this section shall be the population as determined by
the most recent federal decennial census.

In addition to the costs above provided, the
natural resources district shall pay the publication
cost of the sample primary and general election ballots
appearing in the newspaper and shall pay the actual
printing costs for the official ballots used for the
election. Election expenses shall be due and payable
for each natural resources district within thirty days
after the receipt of the statement from the county.

{63 Eneept 3in these diskriets whieh have
eteeted te¢ have a gingle direetor serve £rem each
subdistriet; im the 1974 eleetion twe candidaktes shalil
be eleeted £rem eaeh subdistriet and the enndidate
reeeiving the highest number o6f vetes £rem eaech
avbdistriet shall perve for four years and the eandidate
reeeiving the rent highest number of vetes ashall serye
for twe years- In these distriets whieh have eleeted ko
have a singie direeter serve frem eaech subdistriet; in
the 1974 eleetien ene eandidate shaii be elected 6rem

eaeh aubdistriet and &he eandidates eleeted €£rom
even-numbered subdistriets shail serve feor four years
and the eandidates eleected £rom edd-numbered
subdistriets shall serve fer £we years- in additien-

when there eshaii be ecandidates en the ballet frem the
distriet at iarge; ene direetor shaili be eleectad €o
serve fer feur years frem this simte of candidates-

¢73} Net iater than August 1 ef any eleekien
year; the seeretary of the distriet shall eexrtify o the
BSeeretary of BEate £he names of €he eeunties-
munieipatities and eleetion preeinets or geographieal
deseriptieon then eomprising the distriet and at the asame
time ke shaii ecertify the Rumber of direetors o be
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eleeted ard the eileetion dinEriet er subdistriet frem
whieh they are ¢e be elected; respeetiveiy- Fhe
seeretary of the

(S) The district shall aise furhish to the
Secretary of State and county clerk eierks or election
commissioner such maps and additional information as
they may reasonably require in the proper performance of
their duties in the conduct of elections and
certification of the results of the same.

{6), €83 Subject to the approval of the
commission and by May 3 ef the eieetion year at least
six months_ prior to the primary_ _election, the board of
directors may elect &€hat to have a single director shaii
serve from each subdistrict.

Sec. 3. That section 32-535, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

32-535. The district county judges, members
of the State Board of Education, county superintendents,
district county superintendents, members of the
Legislature, Regents of the University of Nebraska,
directors of public power and irrigation districts, amd
reclamation districts, and natural resources districts.
all other nonpartisan officers as created by law, and
such members of boards of education as provided by
Chapter 79, and candidates for public office of cities
of the first and second class and villagess; shall be
nominated regardless of political affiliation in the
following manner: Within the time restrictions for
filing_by candidates and incumbents in section 32-503.01
A& lteam& @sinky days prior to the date of holding the
general primary election, all candidates for county
judge, members of the State Board of Education, county
superintendents, district county superintendents,
members of the Legislature, Regents of the University of
Nebraska, directors of public power and irrigation

districts, amnd reclamation districts, and natural
resources districts. all other nonpartisan officers as

created by law, and such members of boards of education
as provided by Chapter 79, and candidates for public
office of cities of the first and second class and
villagessy shall file with the officer, whose duty it is
to issue the certificate of election to the aforesaid
officers, an affidavit of such candidates; in such form
as the Secretary of State shall prescribe.

Such candidates may also be nominated by
petition as provided in section 32-504. All such
candidates, except for members of boards of education as
provided by Chapter 79, and candidates for public office
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of cities of the first and second class and villages,
and candidates for directors of natural resourc
districts, shall also file with the affidavit a receipt
for the sum of the filing fee signed by the county
treasurer of the county in which such person resides.
The amounts so received by the county treasurer from
such candidates shall be used to help defray the expense
of the primary. The affidavits filed by such candidates
shall not in any way refer to or designate the political
affiliation of such candidates. The petition form shall
be prescribed by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 4. This act shall become operative on
January 1, 1987.

Sec. S That original sections 2-3213,
2-3214, and 32-535, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, are repealed.
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